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2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

2.1 Members will recall that I reported to the meeting of this committee 
approximately six months ago on the progress that had been made 
with regard to the identification of sewerage and drainage issues in 
Goxhill that were made worse by flooding in the summer of 2007. 

2.2 At that committee members resolved to keep the moratorium on 
development in Goxhill in place until such time as more firm evidence 
was available that drainage and sewerage issues had been identified 
and resolutions found. 

2.3 Since then applications have been brought to this Planning Committee 
for members’ consideration before granting planning permission after 
taking the views of local information and that by the council’s engineers 
in regard to individual solutions sought by potential developers. This 
has  proved successful and a number of single dwelling schemes have 
been approved in Goxhill following comprehensive investigation both 
by planning officers and the council’s own drainage engineers to 
resolve individual difficulties where evidence was available that such 
solutions were necessary. 

3. OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 

3.1 At the rising of the multi-agency flood forum on 24 February 2009 held 
at Normanby Hall a number of North Lincolnshire Council officers met 
with Anglian Water engineers to discuss progress that had been made 
in respect of identifying issues with regard to sewerage and drainage 
matters within Goxhill. Anglian Water gave a presentation to officers 
which started with a project completion date being confirmed of the end 
of March 2010. This was reassuring. 

1. OBJECT AND KEY POINTS IN THIS REPORT 

1.1 To update members on progress being made by Anglian Water and 
North Lincolnshire Council with regard to the identification and 
range of potential solutions to overcome sewerage and drainage 
issues in the settlement of Goxhill. 
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3.2 Anglian Water, together with North Lincolnshire Council engineers, 
have identified five areas within Goxhill village that require specific 
attention and survey work has been carried out to quantify the issues 
that are evident and also identify sources of these issues that require 
remedies. 

3.3 Some of the remedies/solutions may be the responsibility of North 
Lincolnshire Council. However the exercise, which was to identify 
problems, appears now to be close to reaching a conclusion. 

3.4 Anglian Water have created a hydraulic model of Goxhill’s drainage 
and sewerage system which should be finished within the next four to 
six weeks. In order for this model to help engineers design a solution, 
survey information has to be input and certain assumptions have to be 
made. 

3.5 There are a number of issues, particularly at South End, that remain 
unanswered and further survey work is required to help the model 
inform engineers of potential solutions. This additional work will be 
carried out as a piece of partnership working between North 
Lincolnshire Council officers, made up of engineers and highway 
officers, and Anglian Water to help speed up the process of providing 
information to the model to move forward to the next step. 

3.6 Many potential solutions are being considered and an open mind is 
being kept about the most suitable and relevant solution for each area 
that has been identified in the initial surveys. 

3.7 The next steps include topographical surveys to assess levels and 
likely flows of surface water which are being carried out now, property 
surveys which will identify whether or not surface water has been piped 
inadvertently or without expert advice into foul sewers and negotiation 
with the Environment Agency are all to be completed this spring. 
Following this further work Anglian Water will consider available 
solutions to the problem and where necessary make enquiries about 
land ownership and occupation details. 

3.8 A large range of engineering solutions is available to engineers 
nowadays to address such problems but correct analysis and 
identification of all relevant information is essential in order to make 
sure that value for money in any solution is a paramount consideration. 

3.9 Anglian Water estimate that about £1 million will be necessary in order 
to resolve issues in Goxhill and are endeavouring to move forward a 
design solution for the problems that Goxhill has encountered.  

3.10 In conclusion, close contact is being kept with the engineers and the 
project manager with regard to progress and further presentations to 
officers are scheduled for later this year to keep abreast of progress 
and keep this project on track. 
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4. ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS 

4.1 This report does not aim to analyse any options as it is necessary to 
wait for Anglian Water to assess and quantify survey information and 
site details before being able to detail the options available. 

5. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (FINANCIAL, STAFFING, PROPERTY, IT) 

5.1 Financial 

5.1.1 Whilst the moratorium for development in Goxhill stands, each 
application for development has to be considered on its own 
merits and the drainage and sewerage implications fully 
investigated before considering whether to grant or refuse 
consent. If an application were refused and an appeal made on 
purely drainage issues the council would have to be fully aware 
of the implications and if the appeal to that decision were made 
for either an informal or a public inquiry costs could be awarded 
to the appellants if the council’s actions were considered to be 
without foundation. Additionally, legal and professional costs 
could also be incurred. 

5.2 Staffing 

5.2.1 There are no staffing implications. 

5.3 Property 

5.3.1 None. 

5.4 IT 

5.4.1 None. 

6. OTHER IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY, ENVIRONMENTAL, DIVERSITY, 
SECTION 17 – CRIME AND DISORDER, RISK AND OTHER) 

6.1 Statutory 

6.1.1 All reasons for refusal of planning applications have to be 
properly justified and defended in accordance with the 
provisions of the Town and Country Planning Act. Refusal of 
planning permission has to be justified on the basis that the 
application decision can be defended at appeal. Officers of 
North Lincolnshire Council and Anglian Water, if necessary, 
would have to properly defend any such decision at a public 
inquiry or local hearing or through the written representation 
procedure. 

6.2 Environmental 

6.2.1 None. 
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6.3 Diversity 

6.3.1 None. 

6.4 Section 17 – Crime and Disorder 

6.4.1 None. 

6.5 Risk 

6.5.1 Whilst the moratorium remains the risk experienced by North 
Lincolnshire Council is in relation to properly assessing the 
drainage and sewerage implications of individual applications by 
reference to both Anglian Water and its own engineers. 

6.6 Other 

6.6.1 None. 

7. RECOMMENDATIONS 

7.1 That the contents of this report be noted and that a further report be 
brought to this committee later this year as and when options are 
available from Anglian Water with regard to bringing forward a solution 
for the issues in respect of drainage and sewerage difficulties in 
Goxhill. 
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