
Report of the Director of Places     Decision to be taken after:  
29 July 2014 

 
NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE COUNCIL 

 
 

 
 
 

PERMIT SCHEME FOR STREET WORKS ETC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

2.1 The Highway network is essential to the success of the local economy. 
The network is occasionally disrupted for the purposes of repairing and 
renewing essential services (water, gas, electricity, telecommunications 
etc). The council also needs to routinely undertake maintenance on the 
network. 
 

2.2 These disruptions affect the travelling public and businesses. They 
make predicting journey times difficult for time-critical logistics and 
public transport. They can adversely impact on the attractiveness of the 
area to visitors. 

 
2.2 The Local Transport Plan 3 (LTP3) includes an aspiration to improve 

the co-ordination of street works. The objective is to “co-ordinate and 
reduce the time taken to undertake road works and street works 
efficiently and safely”. Introducing a ‘permit’ scheme for street works 
would help towards achieving these aims. Such a scheme would also 
apply to works carried out by the council (and its contractors). 

 
2.3 Our Network Management team is responsible for coordinating street 

works. The New Roads and Street Works Act (NRSWA) 1991 provides 
for a system for utility companies (Statutory Undertakers) to notify the 
council of any works they intend to undertake. The council also has to 
register details of its own works. These processes help in coordinating 
works and as such, reduce any adverse impacts for network users. 
These include bus operators who have limited flexibility to alter their 
routes and timings. 

HIGHWAYS AND NEIGHBOURHOODS 
CABINET MEMBER 

 
1. OBJECT AND KEY POINTS IN THIS REPORT 
 

1.1 To approve the principle of introducing a ‘permit’ scheme for street 
works. 

 
1.2 To agree the scope of such a scheme and the process to be followed 

towards its adoption. 



2.4 The incentives for those affecting the network to seek efficiencies are 
quite limited under the NRSWA process. However, the Traffic 
Management Act 2004 allows the introduction of permit schemes.  
These schemes operate via an application to the local highway 
authority for a permit to carry out works. This can help the highway 
authority to better manage and influence disruption to the highway 
network. We can then ensure that the public are well informed with 
regard to any works and their impacts. 

 
2.5 A permit scheme also allows, through penalties for contraventions, a 

direct financial incentive to minimise disruption. Under such a scheme, 
it is unlawful for anybody to undertake work in the highway without a 
permit. This means that the council would also have to apply for 
permits for its own works. 

  
2.6 The core objective of a permit scheme is to reduce disruption to 

network users. However, utility companies should also benefit from 
reductions in the overall duration of works. There is evidence from 
monitoring of permit schemes introduced by other local authorities that 
a successful scheme can secure improved carbon emissions and local 
air quality. 

 
2.7 The Department for Transport (DfT) plans to deregulate the permit 

system in April 2015. This will allow local authorities the discretion to 
sign off local permit schemes rather than applying for permission from 
government. 
 

3. OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

3.1 Option one – To approve the principle of taking steps towards putting 
in place a local permit scheme for working on the highway network. 

 
3.2 Option two – Continue with existing arrangements. 

 
4. ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS 

 
4.1 Option one – further detailed work is needed to assess the benefits of 

introducing a permit scheme.  
 

4.2 Permit applications have minimum notification periods dependent upon 
the type of activity. ‘Major’ and ‘standard’ works have a 10 day 
application period, ‘minor’ works 3 days and ‘immediate’ (emergency) 
works two hours after the work has commenced. However any major 
works will also require Provisional Advance Notification (PAA) of at 
least three months in addition to a permit application. 

 
4.3 It is likely that a significant proportion of the council’s annual highway 

maintenance programme will fall into the major works category. 
 



4.4 Option two – The current system of noticing works would continue as 
the rest of the country works towards permit schemes. We would have 
reduced capacity to control road works and traffic disruption. 

 
5. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (FINANCIAL, STAFFING, PROPERTY, IT) 
 

5.1 Financial – The introduction of fees and charges for permits will be the 
subject of further detailed consideration moving forward. 

 
5.2 There are no other immediate resource implications to consider. 
 

6. OUTCOMES OF INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT (IF APPLICABLE) 
 

6.1 Not applicable. 
 

7. OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION AND CONFLICTS OF INTERESTS 
DECLARED 

 
7.1 We have not undertaken any consultation as yet, but we will need to 

consult with relevant parties prior to putting in place a permit scheme. 

 8. RECOMMENDATIONS 

8.1 That Cabinet Member approves the principle of introducing a ‘permit’ 
scheme for street works and agrees to receive a further progress report 
in December 2014, following consultation, on the scope of a 
recommended permit scheme and the process for formal adoption. 
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Background Papers used in the preparation of this report: 
 
Guidance and background information on permit schemes can be found on the 
Department for Transport’s website at this address: 
http://www.dft.gov.uk/publications/street-works-permits/. 
 

 
 

 


