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Report of the Head of Regeneration   Decision to be taken after  
and Planning       13 July 2011  
 

NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 

HUMBER ENTERPRISE ZONE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
2.  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
2.1 The Government announced that 21 Enterprise Zones (EZ’s) would be 

established in England at the last Budget.  Applications for Enterprise 
Zones can only be made through approved Local Enterprise Partnerships 
(LEPs).  Government announced a ‘first wave’ of EZ’s for 11 of the 
established LEPs and has announced a competition to find the location for 
the next 10 zones.  The EZ’s will be awarded to those sites that offer the 
best potential for growth.  

 
2.2 The benefits of Enterprise Zone designation include rate relief; capital tax 

allowances and simplified planning procedures for those companies moving 
into them.  Applications for the second round of Enterprise Zones must be 
submitted by 30 June 2011 and the council is working with the Humber LEP 
to submit a Humber wide proposal.  Business Rates will be returned to the 
LEP for reinvestment in the area. 

 
2.3 The Government approved a Humber Local Enterprise Partnership in June 

2011 and the Shadow LEP Board has agreed to submit a proposal for an 
Enterprise Zone across both banks of the river based upon attracting new 
renewable energy development. 

 
2.4 The Humber has the capacity to become the renewable energy capital of 

Europe and North Lincolnshire will be at the heart of the offshore wind and 
other renewable energy developments.  

 
2.5 North Lincolnshire has the greatest potential to deliver new jobs and growth 

in the region within the renewable sector.  Proposals will soon be submitted 
on the South Humber Bank for the largest offshore wind park in Europe. 
This £600m development alone could provide over 5,000 jobs and will start 
to be operational as early as 2013.   

 

REGENERATION CABINET MEMBER 

 
1. OBJECT AND KEY POINTS IN THIS REPORT 
 
1.1  The purpose of this report is to seek Cabinet member approval to submit 

an Enterprise Zone (EZ) proposal at the South Humber Gateway for 
endorsement by the Humber Local Enterprise Partnership. 
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2.6 More than £3billion renewable energy based investments are already 
planned for the South Humber Gateway including a carbon capture and 
storage scheme and £600m Biomass power plant.  The South Humber 
Bank hosts the largest refinery cluster in the UK providing over 27% of total 
UK capacity.  This can attract major bio fuel developers into the area 
seeking to establish bio-refineries close by. 

 
2.7 The Able Marine Energy Park and adjacent development sites on the South 

Humber Bank are the premium sites in the Humber as they uniquely match 
all of the guidance for Enterprise Zone status.  This states that sites should 
be undeveloped and unoccupied by businesses, preferably in single 
ownership and should not lead to displacement of nearby industry.  

 
2.8 The Proposed Marine Energy Park seeks to attract European offshore wind 

manufacturers and associated supply chain based on the continent. 
Adjacent sites proposed for development also fit these criteria.  The Energy 
Park is an optimum EZ site as it is mostly undeveloped arable land and 
meets all EZ criteria in single ownership.   

 
2.9 The Able Marine Energy Park (AMEP) will be at the centre of the Humber 

Offshore Wind developments as this is the only site capable of attracting a 
cluster of offshore wind developers.  The Marine Energy Park can provide 
the highest levels of growth and investment in the Humber and will be 
developed by 2015. This is important, as developments must be completed 
with companies up and running by March 2015 to attract the Enterprise 
Zone benefits. 

 
2.10 The North bank element of the bid is likely to include the Hull Greenport 

proposal at the Alexander Dock and additional sporadic brownfield sites 
along the East Hull corridor that in the main, are in multiple ownership and 
largely occupied.  A further greenfield site at Saltend is also likely to be 
proposed.  This site could provide additional renewable energy 
developments in the much longer term. 

 
2.11 Enterprise Zone guidance states that EZ’s will normally be 50 to 150 ha in 

size with around 590 ha being proposed in the Humber.  The AMEP and 
adjacent site is likely to make up around 360 ha.  However it has been 
suggested that the Humber could be allowed a larger zone given that the 
offshore wind companies require significantly greater land takes than other 
businesses.  It will be essential for the credibility of the bid that all sites are 
capable of being developed by March 2015.   

 
3.   OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION  

 
3.1 Option 1 
  
That the Cabinet Member approves the Able Marine Energy Park and 
adjacent sites for inclusion within the Humber LEP Enterprise Zone 
submission. 
 
3.2  Option 2 
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That alternative sites are proposed or no site is put forward. 
 
4.   ANNALYSIS OF OPTIONS 

 
4.1 Option 1 – The designation of the Marine Energy Park and surrounding 

land would have the greatest positive benefit for job creation and 
growth in North Lincolnshire and the Humber 

 
4.2 Option 2 – There are no other sites in North Lincolnshire that are 

proposed for renewable energy development that could stimulate jobs 
and growth for an EZ proposal on the scale of the Marine Energy Park. 

 
5.   RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (FINANCIAL, STAFFING, PROPERTY, IT) 

 
5.1  The accountable body, which will be responsible for the financial 

management of the Enterprise Zone, has not be confirmed by the Local 
Enterprise Partnership.  There are no further Financial, Staffing, 
Property or IT Implications of this  report. 

 
6.   OTHER IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY, ENVIRONMENTAL, DIVERSITY, 

SECTION 17 CRIME AND DISORDER) 
 

6.1 Development of the Marine Energy Park would help deliver the 
governments round 3 offshore wind development proposals and make 
a major contribution to meeting Government renewable energy targets.  

 
7. RECOMMENDATION 

 
7.1 That the cabinet member approves the inclusion of the Able Marine 

Energy Park and adjacent sites within the Humber LEP Enterprise 
Zone submission. 

 
HEAD OF STRATEGIC REGENERATION AND PLANNING 

 
Pittwood House 
Ashby Road 
SCUNTHORPE 
North Lincolnshire 
DN16 1AB 
 
Author: Marcus Walker 
Date:    21 June 2011 
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