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2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

2.1 The Waste Batteries and Accumulators Regulations came into force on 5 
May 2009 establishing a new producer responsibility system for the 
collection, treatment and recycling of waste portable batteries. The 
regulations require producers of over one tonne of batteries each year to 
join a battery compliance scheme (BCS), which will arrange the 
collection and recycling of waste portable batteries on their behalf.  In 
addition, from February 2010 distributors, including retailers, who sell 
over 32kg of portable batteries each year from any individual store must 
provide a ‘take back’ facility for waste batteries.  

 
2.2 The Batteries Regulations aim to significantly increase UK collection and 

recycling of used portable batteries from the current rate of about 3% to 
25% by 2012, rising to 45% by 2016. 

 
2.3 The Waste Resource Action Programme (WRAP) was commissioned by 

Defra to run a series of battery collection trials to gain an understanding 
of the most cost efficient ways to collect portable household batteries. 
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1. OBJECT AND KEY POINTS IN THIS REPORT 
 

1.1 The object of this report is to advise the Cabinet Member of new 
regulations on the recycling of batteries and accumulators 
(rechargeable batteries), which came into force earlier this year. 

 
1.2 The key points in this report are; 

 To provide an overview on the new regulations on the recycling of 
portable household batteries which came into force this year.  

 
 Currently the council receives portable household batteries at all 

eight Household Recycling Centres (HRCs) in North Lincolnshire. 
 

 The council is under no obligation to collect this material at the 
kerbside but has an opportunity to do so at no additional cost to the 
authority.   



 

The report published in November 2008 concluded that the kerbside 
collection of batteries captured the most batteries per capita with an 
average of 81 grams compared 34 grams for postal, 22 grams for retail 
take back and 12 grams for community drop off. 

 
2.4 The report stated that, whilst local authorities were not legally obligated 

to participate in battery collection schemes, they should be encouraged 
to add batteries to their kerbside recycling schemes where this is both 
contractually and physically practicable.  

 
2.5 Research into the portable battery market batteries has suggested that 

the average UK household uses and disposes of 21 batteries a year. 
Around 600 million UK household batteries are sent to landfill each year. 

 
2.6 It is not known how much of this material the council currently receives in 

the general household waste bin or in general waste at the network of 
Household Recycling Centres (HRCs), but based on the above figures 
approximately 1.5 million batteries (5.8 tonnes) could be recovered from 
North Lincolnshire households. 

 
2.7 Batteries can contain chemicals such as lead, mercury and cadmium 

and currently most of this ends up in landfill where they can pollute the 
soil and water and potentially harm human health. Recycling enables the 
recovery of these materials, some of which can be used again to make 
other products. 

 
2.8 The council’s incumbent service delivery partner, AbitibiBowater 

Recycling Europe (ABRE), which operates the kerbside box collection 
service, has indicated that it would be willing to collect portable 
household batteries as part of the existing kerbside box arrangements at 
no extra cost. To participate in the scheme householders would simply 
need to place their batteries in a clear bag (supplied by the householder) 
and placed inside the green box.  ABRE have arrangements in place for 
Valpak, a battery compliance scheme, to recover and recycle this 
material. 

 
2.9 The annual waste collection and recycling calendars are due to be 

distributed in February 2010. A leaflet promoting the inclusion of 
batteries in the existing kerbside box scheme could be distributed 
alongside the calendars. This would be an opportunity to publicise the 
new service to all residents.  

 
 
3. OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

3.1 To expand the material range collected in the kerbside green box to 
include portable household batteries.  

 
3.2 To continue to provide recycling disposal facilities at the eight HRCs 

only. 



 

 
4. ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS 
  

4.1 Research by WRAP has indicated that nine out of 10 people would 
recycle batteries if there was a door to door battery collection scheme in 
their area and the trials demonstrated that kerbside collections were the 
most successful by far. In addition historical evidence in North 
Lincolnshire clearly demonstrates that the use of ‘bring’ schemes have 
limited impact on capturing material for recycling. 

 
4.2 The existing ‘bring’ recycling facilities located at HRCs only captured 

1.125 tonnes of batteries in 2008/09. On this evidence, Option 1 is 
preferred. 

  
 
5. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (FINANCIAL, STAFFING, PROPERTY, IT) 
  

5.1  There is no additional cost to the authority of providing a kerbside 
collection for portable household batteries. 

  
 
6. OTHER IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY, ENVIRONMENTAL, DIVERSITY, 

SECTION 17 - CRIME AND DISORDER, RISK AND OTHER) 
  

6.1  Providing a kerbside collection scheme for portable batteries should 
increase the recovery rate of this material significantly, thereby having a 
positive environmental benefit reducing the number being sent to landfill.  

 
6.2 The new opportunity to recycle at the kerbside could be communicated 

to residents via the council’s Direct magazine and the council’s website, 
incurring no additional cost. In addition a leaflet detailing the new 
arrangements plus additional recycling information will be distributed to 
all households in North Lincolnshire in February 2010. The printing cost 
for the leaflet (£1,800) has already been budgeted for. Distribution costs 
would be met by the current service provider (ABRE).    

 
 

7. OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION 
 

7.1 The council frequently receives enquiries from North Lincolnshire 
householders requesting information and advice on how to recycle 
household portable batteries. 

 
7.2  ABRE has been consulted on the practicalities of battery recycling and 

recommended the approach detailed in 2.8 above. 
  
 
 
 
 



 

 
8. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

8.1 That the council expands the material range collected in the kerbside 
box collection scheme to include portable household batteries and 
accumulators. The inclusion of this additional material will commence in 
the new year 2010.   

 
8.2 The Waste Management Division will undertake all necessary publicity 

for the scheme in conjunction with the council’s Public Relations section. 
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