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2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

2.1 The Government believes that Local Government has a crucial role to 
play in tackling climate change.  Positive action can have far reaching 
effects on both the environment and the economy. The ability to boost 
jobs and slash fuel bills will be enhanced by the Government’s 
‘Greenest Government Agenda’.   

 
2.2 Local action on climate change can help tackle social injustice.  

Insulating homes will lift people out of fuel poverty and reduce health 
problems caused by living in cold and damp homes.   

 
2.3 The Climate Change Act 2008 sets a target of cutting greenhouse gas 

emissions by 80% by 2050.   
 

2.4 Research commissioned by North Lincolnshire Council and the Local 
Strategic Partnership (LSP) suggests that the council needs to adopt 
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1. OBJECT AND KEY POINTS IN THIS REPORT 
 

1.1 To update the Cabinet Member on the latest results from the 
Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) regarding the 
North Lincolnshire wide CO2 emission data (National Indicator 186). 

 
1.2 National Indicator 186 was included in the now abandoned Local 

Area Agreement (LAA), with a target of reducing our North 
Lincolnshire wide CO2 emissions by 12% during the lifetime of the 
agreement. 

 
1.3 North Lincolnshire’s per capita CO2 emissions in 2005 were one of 

the worst in the country. However, between 2005 and 2008, the 
area’s emissions fell by 10.8%. 

 
1.4 The figures for 2009 are expected to be released during September 

2011. A further decrease is anticipated and our target figure of a 
12% reduction reached.   



 

three interim targets by which to reduce CO2 emissions affecting the 
area. These are as follows: 

 
2011 - 15% 
2015 - 25% 
2020 - 35% 

 
2.5 Against this background, however, the Government Committee on 

Climate Change recently proposed interim targets of 40% CO2  
reductions by 2020 

 
2.6 The current emission figures for North Lincolnshire are given below: 

 
  

Year Industrial 
Emissions 

Domestic 
Emissions 

Transport 
Emissions 

Per Capita 
CO2 Emissions 
for North Lincs 

2005 10.1 (72%) 2.8 (18.9%) 2.0 (13.5%) 14.8 
2006 10.1 2.7 1.9 14.7 
2007 9.3 2.6 2.0 13.9 
2008 8.7 (62%) 2.6 (19.6% 1.9 (14.3%) 13.2 

 
 

2.7 The figures show that industry remains the major contributor to our 
region’s CO2 emissions.  However, our big industrial processes are 
already excluded from the above figures.  Regardless of this, industry’s 
contribution has decreased from 72% to 62% in 2008. 

 
2.8 During the same period both domestic and transport emissions have 

decreased, but their proportional contributions have both increased.   
 
 
3. OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

3.1 Government figures show that whilst North Lincolnshire as a whole is 
still at the lower end of the national league table for CO2 emissions, it 
has made significant progress, with around an 11% improvement 
between 2005 and 2008.  Only 30 out of the 440 local authorities have 
bettered our improvement.   

 
3.2 Against this background, it is suggested that the council and the LSP 

should seek to develop a series of interim targets to reduce the area’s 
CO2 emissions further. Research commissioned by the council and the 
LSP suggests that the following targets, although challenging, are 
achievable with political support, good policy background and sufficient 
resources.   

 
2011 - 15% 
2015 - 28% 
2020 - 40% 

 



 

3.3 In order to help with meeting these targets, it is suggested that the 
council and the LSP avail itself of the one-to-one support from the 
Energy Saving Trust (EST). The support they offer aims to reflect the 
views of local authorities, providing a detailed analysis and 
recommendations for action.  The process will guide us through the 
following five steps: 

 

 
 

3.4 It is also proposed that the council signs up to the ‘Get Serious about 
CO2 ‘ campaign that Friends of the Earth are currently promoting. This 
campaign recognises that “councils have a big say in UK climate 
emissions - from how we heat and fuel our homes to how we get 
around”. The campaign calls upon every council to do its bit to tackle 
climate change.  Signing up to this initiative would provide an added 
statement of commitment toward achieving the suggested targets set 
out above. 

 
 
4. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (FINANCIAL, STAFFING, PROPERTY, IT) 
  

4.1  Finance 
 

4.1.1 The programme suggested is expected to cost in the region of 
£5,000.  The Environment Team’s current budget will fund this 
support.   

 
4.2  Staffing 

 
4.2.1 There are no additional staffing resources needed as a result of 

implementing the programme proposed.   
 

4.3  Property 
 

4.3.1 There are no additional property implications arising from this 
report.  

 
4.4  IT 

 
4.4.1 There will be a need to purchase Vantage Point Software, 

developed by Carbon Descent.  This is a scanario-modelling tool 



 

which, once populated with appropriate data, can run various 
scenarios for our area.  

 
4.4.2 The cost of this software is included in the figure outlined above.  

However, it is possible that the Regional Efficiency Improvement 
Fund might cover the cost of purchasing this software.  An 
application is pending.   

 
 
5. OTHER IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY, ENVIRONMENTAL, DIVERSITY, 

SECTION 17 - CRIME AND DISORDER, RISK AND OTHER) 
 

5.1  Statutory 
 

5.1.1 The Climate Change Act 2008 creates a series of legally binding 
targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (80% reduction by 
2050).  

 
5.1.2 Government believes that local authorities are central to 

delivering this target.   
 

5.2  Environmental 
 

5.2.1 Climate Change is acknowledged as the largest environmental 
threat to face the country. 

   
5.2.2 Reducing the greenhouse gas emissions will not only help to 

reduce the effects that climate change will have on our area, but 
will also lead to reduced costs for both householders and 
industry alike.   

 
5.2.3 Embracing the concept of climate change will also lead to 

significant economic benefits for our area in the South Humber 
Gateway.   

 
5.3  Diversity 

 
5.3.1 Increasing fuel costs are considered inevitable over the coming 

years.  Fuel rises in the region of 10% per year are expected, 
with spikes of up to 60%.  People on low incomes will feel the 
effects of this more, as they are pushed deeper into fuel poverty.  
Introducing various home insulation packages can save the 
average householder between £150 and £200 per year.   

 
5.3.2 The Government’s ‘Green Deal’ will go some way to addressing 

insulation measures.  How local authorities are expected to 
support the ‘Green Deal’ is not yet known, but an announcement 
from Government is imminent.   

 
 



 

6. OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION 
 

7.1 This report was recently considered by the Carbon Programme Board 
and received their support 

 
 
7. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

7.1 That the improvements in the per capita CO2 emission figures is noted. 
 
7.2 That the council adopts further interim CO2 reduction targets, as 

outlined in paragraph 3.2 and signs up to the ‘Get Serious about CO2’ 
campaign.  

 
7.3 That the council enters into the one-to-one support mechanism 

provided by the Energy Saving Trust to develop our carbon reduction 
targets to 2020.   
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