
 

Report of the Director of Children     Decision to be taken after:    
and Young People’s Service              1 February 2012 
 

NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE COUNCIL 
 
 
 

 
 

OUTCOME OF THE CHILDREN’S SERVICE ASSESSMENT BY OFSTED  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

2.1 OfSted has a statutory responsibility to undertake an annual assessment of 
all Local Authorities Children’s Services. 
 
OfSted has developed a performance profile, which it uses to inform this 
assessment.  
 
Guidance is published each year on any changes in how the profile has 
been compiled. 
 
There are three key blocks of information on the OfSted profile. 
 
Block A which captures the outcomes of OfSted Inspections conducted 
across 22 different service areas. 
 
To achieve a green rating on any of these 22 groups of services 65% of the 
schools/services or settings inspected must be judged to be good or better. 
 
The 22 groups are then summarised in seven super groups.   The balance 
of good or better (green), satisfactory (amber) or inadequate (red) feeds into 
the overall assessment of the service. 
 
Block B provides a summary of the outcomes of announced Safeguarding 
and Looked After Children inspections, including unannounced inspections 
and any serious case reviews. 
 
Block C summaries the Local Authority’s education trend over the last four 
years and offers a comparison against the national data to show if the 
authority is achieving above or below the national trend.  An indication of 
the authority’s improvement story over the last year and over the last four 
years is also included. 
 

  
2.2 Ofsted guidance was published in April 2011 explaining how the annual 
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1. OBJECT AND KEY POINTS IN THIS REPORT 
 

1.1 To set out the outcome of the Children’s Service Assessment November 2011   
 

1.2 A copy of the letter from Ofsted is in Group offices  



 

assessment of children’s services was to be conducted this year. As part of 
the new process, we submitted our self-assessment to Ofsted on 25 July 
2011. 

 
3. OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

3.1 The Children’s Services Assessment letter from Ofsted was received in 
November 2011, extract as follows:  
 
Children’s services in North Lincolnshire are performing adequately.  This is 
the same as in 2010.  The majority of services, settings and institutions 
inspected by Ofsted are good or better overall and the very large majority of 
provision helps children and young people stay safe and to do well and 
enjoy their learning.  Areas of strength and for further development are 
similar to last year’s assessment.     
 
An unannounced inspection of contact, referral and assessment 
arrangements for children in need and children who may be in need of 
protection carried out in November 2010 found one area of strength, a large 
number of aspects that met the requirements of statutory guidance and 
three areas for development; there were no areas for priority action. The 
areas for development identified at the previous unannounced inspection of 
front-line child protection services in November 2009 had been addressed.  
 

3.2 Strengths in North Lincolnshire Children and Young People’s Service 
 

Strengths and improvement are documented across  
• the whole age range; early years, primary, secondary and post 16 

provision. 
• The whole service range including universal targeted and specialist 

services  
There are examples of outstanding provision across the age range and 
the service range. 
 

The performance profile, which Ofsted uses to inform this assessment, 
shows continuous improvement over four years at each of the educational 
attainment bench marks (EYFS, KS2, GCSE and Level 3 at 19). For two of 
the benchmarks the rate of improvement is faster in North Lincolnshire than 
the national rate. 
 
Further, an analysis of the suite of national indicators for the Social Care 
Service shows, sustained performance, for the vast majority in the Upper 
Quartile of all LAs with responsibility for Children’s Services. 
 

3.3  Areas for further improvement in the Service 
 
There are areas for improvement in respect of  
 
Building on the improvement in  

• early years provision by extending this to childminders 
• primary and secondary  phase schools by increasing the proportion 

of schools judged good or better by Ofsted 
• overall attainment by young people aged 19 and extending this to 

include young people from vulnerable groups.  



 

4. ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS 
 

4.1 The Cabinet Member notes the outcome of the Children‘s Service 
Assessment letter. 

 
5. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (FINANCIAL, STAFFING, PROPERTY, IT) 
 

5.1 Financial - None at this time 
 

5.2 Staffing - None at this time  
 
5.3 Property - None at this time  

 
5.4 IT - None at this time  

 
6. OTHER IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY, ENVIRONMENTAL, DIVERSITY, 

SECTION 17 - CRIME AND DISORDER, RISK AND OTHER) 
 

6.1 The CYPS has developed The Striving for Excellence CYPS Improvement 
Plan 2011/12 to address the areas for further improvement set out in the 
letter from Ofsted. The improvement plan includes a specific focus on closing 
the gap between outcomes and achievements for the vulnerable children and 
young people in North Lincolnshire and their peers 

 
7. OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION 
 

7.1 The Striving for Excellence Improvement Plan sets out in detail the outcomes 
of all the consultation and participation work undertaken with children young 
people and their parents at an individual level, at a service operational level 
and at the strategic level including the membership of young people of The 
Children’s Trust Board.  

 
8. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

8.1 The Cabinet Member to note the significant areas of strength identified in the 
letter from Ofsted and supports the plans for improvement.  
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