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OAKFIELD PRIMARY (THE OLD SUNWAY INFANTS), SCUNTHORPE 

 
1. OBJECT AND KEY POINTS IN THIS REPORT 

 
1.1 To declare former school buildings surplus to requirements. 
 
1.2 The key points of the report are as follows: 

 
• The building will become empty in May 2010 

 
• Financial implications of a vacant property 

 
 
2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

2.1 Sunway Infants School was amalgamated with Rochdale Road Junior School 
to make Oakfield Primary School in January 2005. 

 
2.2 Both buildings have been used to house the primary school until the council 

had the resources to extend the Rochdale Road building. This building 
project started in March 2009 and is due to finish in May 2010. 

 
3. OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

3.1 Option 1 - Declare the ‘Infants’ school building as surplus to requirements as 
assumed in the corporate capital bid. 

3.2 Option 2 - Retain the building and find an alternative use within Children and 
Young People Service. 

4.  ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS 
 

4.1 Option 1 
 

4.1.1 Declaring the building as surplus to requirements will free up a 
building and site for which the holding service has no use.  

 
4.1.2 Asset Management and Culture will then explore the options for the 

building. The future use will be reported to the Corporate Service 
Cabinet Member through the Transactions Schedule. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES CABINET MEMBER 



4.1.3 The Children and Young People’s Service will be liable for all holding 
costs, but it is hoped these can be mitigated as soon as possible by 
alternative use or disposal of the site. 

 
4.1.4 It was assumed in the capital funding build up that capital receipts 

from the sale of this land would contribute to the cost of this project. At 
the time of making the bid it was valued to be around £500K. 

 
4.2 Option 2 
 

4.2.1 There is no apparent alternative use for the building within the 
Children and Young People’s Service, and if the building stays empty 
it will be vulnerable to vandalism and also to public concern about 
empty buildings. 

 
4.2.2 The Children and Young People’s Service will become liable for 

payment of full Business Rates when the period of empty rate relief 
expires. 

 
4.2.3 The Children and Young People’s Service will remain liable for the 

revenue costs including payment of standing charges for the utility 
supplies to the building. 

 
 4.3 Option 1 is the favoured option. 
  
5.  RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (FINANCIAL, STAFFING, PROPERTY,IT) 
 

5.1 Financial 
 

5.1.1 Once a building is empty it becomes vulnerable to vandalism and 
unauthorised access. There has to be a judgement about if and when 
to board the building up (that will cost around £10k); or leaving it with 
the alarm on. 

 
5.1.2 Oakfield Primary School will need a fence across the field separating 

the Sunway buildings from the school (about £15K). 
 

5.1.3 Before Sunway can be demolished it will need a type 3 asbestos 
survey (about £1K) and then the asbestos removing (at a cost from 
£5K to £50K) 

 
5.1.4 If it is decided for the council to demolish the buildings (rather than a 

developer) then an estimate for that work (including disconnection 
costs) would be around £120K. Normally this cost is met from general 
fund capital as an advance against the future capital receipts.  

.  
5.1.5 Normally the period for exemption for business rates is three months 

from the date of a school becoming vacant, however if only a section 
of the assessment becomes empty then application can be made for a 
section 44a which if successful can entitle the school to a six month 
exemption. It is difficult to get an accurate estimate from the regional 
valuation office for the rateable value. Until they have made a 



valuation of the new work on Oakfield in which they use an 
‘overcapacity allowance’ which makes the redundant building of 
‘minimal value’ they will only estimate the cost of being around £3K. 

 
5.1.6 The quarterly standing charges for the statutory services (Electricity 

and Gas) on the Sunway site are about £720 per year and the water 
and sewerage charge is about £1000 per year. 

 
5.1.7 The school is already struggling to maintain balanced budget due to 

the long term cost of operating from two separate buildings. 
 

5.1.8 Pre demolition costs will be met from Children and Young People’s 
Services budgets and if this was prolonged, it would cause budget 
pressures.   

 
5.1.9 Demolition costs will be met from the Capital Programme budget.   
  

5.2 Staffing 
 

None 
 

5.3 Property and IT 
 

Option 1 releases the property. Asset Management and Culture will then 
explore the options for the property. 
 
Option 2 retains the property as a liability for the Children and Young 
People’s Service. 

 
6.  OTHER IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY, ENVIRONMENTAL, DIVERSITY, 

 SECTION 17 – CRIME AND DISORDER, RISK AND OTHER) 
 

6.1 Statutory 
 

None. 
  

6.2 Environmental 
 

The building condition is likely to degenerate if left vacant and quickly 
become worse over time.  
 

6.3 Diversity 
 

None 
  

6.4 Section 17 – Crime and Disorder 
 

The building may become a target for vandalism and anti-social behaviour if 
left vacant. 

 
 
 



 
7.  OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION 
 

7.1 When the Public Notice to amalgamate the schools was published in June 
2004 it was stated that at some stage in the future the school would be on 
one site – but at that time no option appraisal had been done to determine 
which building would be extended. 

 
8.  RECOMMENDATIONS 
  

8.1 That the Cabinet Member approves Option 1 and declares the building as 
surplus to the requirements of the service from 1 May 2010. 
 

8.2 That the Service Director for Asset Management and Culture will then 
explore the options for the building and negotiate the sale of the property if 
appropriate.  

 
8.3 The future use and the terms to be reported to the Corporate Service 

Cabinet Member for approval through the Transaction Schedule. 
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