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APPLICATION NO PA/2012/0367 
 
APPLICANT  W F Moore (Warplands) Ltd 
 
DEVELOPMENT Planning permission to erect one wind turbine (resubmission of 

PA/2011/1391) 
 
LOCATION  Butterwick Grange Farm, Sand Road, West Butterwick 
 
PARISH WEST BUTTERWICK 
 
WARD Axholme South 
 
CASE OFFICER Tanya Eggett 
 
SUMMARY 
RECOMMENDATION 

Grant permission subject to conditions 

REASONS FOR 
REFERENCE TO 
COMMITTEE 

Parish council concerns 

POLICIES 

National Planning Policy Framework: Paragraphs 93-99 (Meeting the challenge of 
climate change, flooding and coastal change) – in assessing the likely impacts of potential 
wind energy development when identifying suitable areas, and in determining planning 
applications for such development, planning authorities should follow the approach set out 
in the National Policy Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure. Also, paragraph 98 
informs local planning authorities of the factors which should be used to assess 
applications. 

Regional Spatial Strategy for Yorkshire and the Humber: No specific policies apply. 

North Lincolnshire Local Plan: Policy DS1 (General Requirements) requires a high 
standard of design for all new developments. 

Policy DS21 (Renewable Energy) states that the generation of energy from renewable 
sources will be permitted provided that: 

(i) any detrimental effect on features and interests of acknowledged importance, 
including local character and amenity, is outweighed by environmental benefits; and 

(ii) proposals include details of associated developments, including access roads and 
other ancillary buildings, and their likely impact on the environment. 

Policy LC14 (Area of Special Historic Landscape Interest) – development will not be 
permitted which would destroy, damage or adversely affect the character, appearance or 
setting of the historic landscape, or any of its features. 

SPD: Planning for Renewable Energy – this document provides detailed guidance on 
renewable energy and sets out the criteria against which wind turbines will be judged. 
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North Lincolnshire Core Strategy: Policy CS18 (Sustainable Resource Use and Climate 
Change) – the council will actively promote development that utilises natural resources as 
efficiently and sustainably as possible. This will include: 

• meeting required national reductions of predicted CO2 emissions by at least 34% in 
2020 and 80% in 2050; 

• supporting renewable sources of energy in appropriate locations where possible and 
ensuring that development maximises the use of combined heat and power, particularly 
at the South Humber Bank employment site and where energy demands for more than 
2MW are required for development. 

CONSULTATIONS 

Highways: No objection. 

Environment Agency: No objection. 

PARISH COUNCIL 

The following observations were made – concerns raised in relation to noise pollution, 
would set a precedent for further turbines to be put in place creating a windfarm, increase in 
traffic of heavy goods vehicles for erection and maintenance of the turbine. 

Archaeology: No objection. 

NERL: No safeguarding objection. 

Natural England: (Summarised) The local planning authority needs to be satisfied that 
sufficient information on the landscape and visual impact of the turbine has been provided. 
All parts of the turbine need to be 50 metres from any features used by commuting or 
foraging bats. The turbine will not have a significant effect on SPA birds. 

Environmental Protection: No objection subject to conditions. 

Humberside Airport: No objection subject to conditions. 

Skydive Hibaldstow: No objection. 

Environment Team (ecology): No objection. 

Environment Team (landscape): Landscape and visual impact of this structure can be 
considered as slight. 

PUBLICITY 

Adjoining properties have been notified and a site notice posted. Two letters have been 
received: one letter in support and one letter of objection. The letter of objection raises the 
following issues: 

• too close to residential property 

• visual impact 
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• noise 

• flicker impact 

• less intrusive position for the turbine elsewhere 

ASSESSMENT 

This proposal is for one wind turbine that will be 34.2 metres to the tip, 23.6 metres to the 
hub and will have a radius of 9.6 metres. The turbine is to be sited to the rear of the farm 
buildings adjacent to a number of electricity pylons. The site is accessed off Sand Lane via 
the existing farmyard. A temporary access road to the turbine will be created across the 
farm to facilitate access to the turbine. The turbine is required to generate electricity for 
consumption by the farm business, and any excess power generated will be exported to the 
National Grid. 

The site is located outside the development boundary of West Butterwick within the open 
countryside. The site is located in an Area of Historic Landscape Interest. The site is 
located on a working farm. Adjacent to the site are some residential properties. A previous 
application for two wind turbines (WF/2011/1391) was withdrawn on 21 December 2011. 

The main issues associated with this case are whether the proposal is acceptable in 
terms of its impact on residential amenity, the landscape, the highway, ecology and 
civil aviation. 

The impact the turbine has on the landscape has been assessed by the submitted 
landscape survey and visual impact assessment. The area is characterised by flat, rolling 
arable fields. Adjacent to the site are various electricity pylons. It is accepted that the 
turbine will be visible on the landscape, but no demonstrable loss of amenity to this LC14 
landscape will be caused. This view is supported by the council’s Environment Team who 
have raised no objections to the proposal. 

The applicant has submitted a number of ecology surveys and assessments with the 
application. Natural England and the council’s Environment Team have raised no 
issues/objections in relation to the impact the turbine will have on wildlife in the vicinity. 

The parish council has expressed concerns relating to the increase of traffic from the wind 
turbine. Sand Road is already accessed by some residential properties and farms. A 
number of agricultural vehicles already access the site. It is not considered that one wind 
turbine will significantly increase the number of HGVs accessing the site. Highways have 
raised no objections to the proposal and therefore it is acceptable in highway terms. 

The parish council is also concerned that approval of the application will set a precedent for 
further wind turbines on the site creating a wind farm. Each application is considered on its 
merits and therefore no precedent will be set in this case. 

The site is located approximately 150 metres from the boundary of the nearest residential 
property. The applicant has submitted a noise survey with the application and additional 
information in relation to noise. Environmental Protection consider that, subject to 
conditions, the noise survey is acceptable and that the impact of the turbine on the nearest 
neighbour in terms of noise is acceptable and will not result in any demonstrable loss of 
amenity to this neighbour. 
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The objector has raised an issue in relation to the visual impact of the turbine. It is accepted 
that the turbine will be visible from the objector’s property. However, the objector’s property 
boundary is located over 150 metres from the turbine site which is a considerable distance. 
The turbine will be viewed against the backdrop of arable fields and the adjacent steel 
electricity pylons. Due to the distance the objector is located from the turbine and the 
existing electricity pylons located adjacent to the site, no demonstrable loss of visual 
amenity will be caused. 

The objector has raised the issue of shadow flicker. The boundary of the site is located 
150 metres from the turbine, with the residential property located just over 200 metres from 
the turbine. The property is just outside the potential zone of shadow flicker. The applicant 
has indicated the shadow flicker zone to be 192 metres and has submitted a plan with the 
shadow flicker marked on this plan. Because of the closeness of this property to the 
shadow flicker zone it is considered that a condition requiring the turbines to be turned off in 
the event of shadow flicker occurring and a condition requiring shadow flicker mitigation 
measures should be placed on the planning permission. 

In terms of alternative sites for the turbine, the applicant originally proposed two turbines on 
the site (WF/2011/1391). That application was withdrawn. The applicant resubmitted this 
application for only one wind turbine. It is considered that this site is acceptable for a wind 
turbine as its impact on landscape, ecology and residential amenity is considered to be 
acceptable. The proposal therefore accords with policies DS1, LC14, DS21, SPD: Planning 
for renewal energy, CS18 and paragraphs 93-99 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 

RECOMMENDATION Grant permission subject to the following conditions: 

1.  
The development must be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this 
permission. 
  
Reason 
To comply with section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 
 
2.  
The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the following 
approved plans: 001, 1803121, E-3120-50kW Monopole Rev A and 002. 
  
Reason 
For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning. 
 
3.  
The noise emissions from the wind turbine shall not exceed 37 dBA measured as LA90, 10 min 
at any residential boundary. This noise limit applies up to wind speeds of 10 m/s at a height 
10 m above ground. If noise from the wind turbine exhibits any audible tonality, a correction 
to the measured wind turbine noise shall be made in accordance with ETSU-R-97 
procedures. Any such correction shall be applied to the measured wind turbine noise before 
comparison is made with the emission limit given above. 
  
Reason 
In order to protect residential amenity in accordance with policy DS1 of the North 
Lincolnshire Local Plan. 
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4.  
If, during development, any odorous, discoloured or otherwise visually contaminated 
material is found to be present at the site then no further development shall be carried out 
until a written method statement detailing how this contamination shall be dealt with has 
been submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. 
  
Reason 
To ensure that risks from land contamination to the future users of the land and 
neighbouring land are minimised, together with those to controlled waters, property and 
ecological systems, and to ensure that the development can be carried out safely without 
unacceptable risks to workers, neighbours and other off-site receptors in accordance with 
policy DS7 of the North Lincolnshire Local Plan. 
 
5.  
The applicant shall notify the local planning authority in consultation with Humberside 
Airport within one month of the turbine commencing operation. 
  
Reason 
In order to ensure that a record be kept of all operational turbines to aid the assessment of 
cumulative impact in the interests of air safety. The cumulative impact of wind turbine 
generation developments, which are in relatively close proximity, could compromise safe 
control of aircraft in this area. 
 
6.  
No development shall take place until a written scheme has been submitted to and 
approved by the local planning authority setting out the protocol for the assessment of 
shadow flicker in the event of any complaint, including remedial measures and turbine shut-
down where necessary. Operation of the turbine shall take place in accordance with the 
agreed protocol unless the local planning authority gives prior written consent to any 
variations. 
  
Reason 
In order to safeguard residential amenity in accordance with policy DS1 of the North 
Lincolnshire Local Plan. 
 
Reasons for approval 
The council, as local planning authority, has had regard to the relevant policies of the 
development plan as set out below and considers that, subject to compliance with the 
conditions attached to the permission, the proposed development would be in accordance 
with the development plan, would not materially harm the character of the area nor the 
living conditions of neighbouring occupiers, and would be acceptable in all other planning 
considerations. The council has taken into account all other matters, none of which 
outweigh the considerations that have led to its decision. The policies taken into 
consideration in the determination of this application are CS18 of the North Lincolnshire 
Core Strategy, DS1, LC14, DS21 and SPD Planning for Renewable Energy of the North 
Lincolnshire Local Plan and paragraph 93-99 of the National Planning Policy Framework. 
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