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2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

2.1 The Council has a statutory duty under the Children and Young 
Persons Act 2008, to provide accommodation with support for all young 
people leaving the care of the local authority, including those who are 
young parents. The Council also has a duty to assess the needs of any 
young person aged 16 or 17 who present as homeless, and to provide 
them with accommodation and support, especially those who are 
pregnant or young parents.  

  
2.2 At present there are 20 young care leavers between the ages of 15 and 

 21 who are either pregnant or have children. 35% of this group’s 
children are  subject to child in need or child protection interventions.  

 
2.5 Currently, there is no specific accommodation where high-level multi 

agency support is available for young parents in North Lincolnshire. 
Young parents with high level support requirements are placed in 
specialist care units of county.  

 
2.6 North Lincolnshire Council has forged a successful partnership with 

Longhurst and Havelok Homes, to deliver affordable accommodation 
for young people. As part of this partnership a project to deliver 
supported accommodation for young parents and their children has 
been developed.  

 
2.7 The young parents supported housing scheme will provide 6 x 2 

bedroom independent homes to rent together with communal training 
spaces and an IT suite. The project will become the hub of all health 

CORPORATE SERVICES CABINET MEMBERS 

 
1. OBJECT AND KEY POINTS IN THIS REPORT 
 

1.1 To set out the council’s statutory duty to provide housing 
with support for young parents and their children. 

 
1.2 To seek approval to gift land at Brocklesby Road, 

Scunthorpe to Longhurst and Havelok Homes to enable the 
provision of supported housing for this client group.  



 

and social care services for young parents in North Lincolnshire with a 
range of training and support services being provided both for residents 
and young parents living in the wider community.  

 
2.8 Working closely with Longhurst and Havelok Homes, Department of 

Children Schools and Families and the Regional Housing Board, capital 
funding of £610,000 has been secured to deliver the scheme.  

 
 
3. OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

3.1 Option 1: North Lincolnshire Council gifts land to the rear of Brocklesby 
Road, Scunthorpe to Longhurst and Havelok Homes to enable the 
project to be delivered. Strategic Asset Management Group have 
recommended that this is the appropriate option.  

 
3.2 Option 2: North Lincolnshire Council do not gift the land to Longhurst 

and Havelok Homes and the scheme is not progressed.    
 
 
4. ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS 
  

4.1 Option 1. Working with Longhurst and Havelok Homes a full business 
case has been prepared and presented to the Council’s Strategic Asset 
Management Group.  

 
The full business case sets out that in order for the project to be 
delivered the council’s needs to contribute a piece of land on which the 
scheme can be developed. Land to the rear of Brocklesby Road has 
been identified following a review of sites that are not currently in the 
disposals programme. This site has been independently valued at 
£150,000 and this potential capital receipt would be forfeited if the land 
were gifted to Longhurst and Havelok Homes. 

 
4.2 Option 2: If the land to the rear of Brocklesby Road is not gifted to 

Longhurst and Havelok Homes the council could realise the potential 
capital receipt from the sale of the land, however the young parents 
project would not be delivered as the costs of the scheme do not stack 
up if land has to be purchased.  

 
Children and Young People’s Services have predicted that on current 
trends of teenage pregnancy there could be additional costs imposed 
on the Council of approximately £36,000 per young parent per year to 
provide them with appropriate accommodation, which is often out of 
county.  To accommodate six young parents in specialist provision 
could impose additional costs of up to £216,000 per annum on the 
Council. 

 
lf the project does not go ahead then the Council will be unable to meet 
its statutory duty in relation providing sufficient supported housing for 



 

young parents and the revenue costs associated with this duty will 
continue to rise.  

 
 
5. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (FINANCIAL, STAFFING, PROPERTY, IT) 
 

5.1 The full cost of the scheme is estimated at £1.2m. External funding of 
£610,000 has been secured from the Department of Children Schools 
and Families and the Regional Housing Board to assist in delivering 
this project. The balance will be funded by Longhurst and Havelock 
Homes 

 
5.2  Estimated costing provided by Longhurst and Havelok Homes 

demonstrate that without the Council allowing use of its land at no cost, 
the scheme is not financially viable.  

 
5.3 Piggott and Crone land valuers have independently valued the site at 

£150,000 if it were sold on the open market. If the site is gifted to 
Longhurst and Havelok Homes this potential capital receipt is forfeited. 
However, in its first year of operation - from September 2011 onwards 
the scheme could prevent further increased pressures on budgets. 

 
5.4 The legal and conveyance fees would be met from the council’s 

housing enabling budget, for which an allowance has been made in 
2010/2011. 

 
5.5 The cost of the project is estimated at around £1.2m. 

 
 
6. OTHER IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY, ENVIRONMENTAL, DIVERSITY, 

SECTION 17 - CRIME AND DISORDER, RISK AND OTHER) 
 

6.1 The delivery of this scheme will enable the council to meet its statutory 
obligations under the 2008 Children’s and Young Persons Act.  

 
 
7. OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION 
 

7.1 Young parents have been engaged in the initial design of the scheme, 
their comments have been incorporated into the plans upon which the 
cost estimates contained within the business case are based.  

 
7.2 Development Control have been consulted on the principle of providing 

supported housing on this site. Their comments have also influenced 
the plans for the project.  

 
7.3 Highways and Waste Management have been consulted on the initial 

plans for the scheme, which has ensured that the proposals meet their 
requirements for new housing developments.  

 



 

7.4 The Corporate Parenting Group has been consulted and involved in the 
project, its support ensured that the Department of Children Schools 
and Families funding was secured.  

 
7.5 The Cabinet Member for Housing and Strategic Planning and 

Children’s and Young Peoples Services Cabinet Member have been 
involved in the proposals for this project. They are supportive of the 
project and their comments around deliverability of the scheme and 
ongoing engagement of young parents are incorporated into the project 
plan.  

 
7.6 Strategic Asset Management Group have been part of the discussions 

around the project and they have recommended based upon the 
business case that the land be gifted to Longhurst and Havelok Homes.  

 
7.7 Property Services were consulted on this matter. They do not believe 

that a business case has been fully proven to warrant gifting the land in 
question in lieu of achieving a capital receipt up to the independent 
valuation of £150,000. Further evidence was requested toward these 
ends but wasn't readily available. However they understand the 
strategic importance of the scheme and the various benefits it offers to 
the council and the area. 

 
8. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

8.1 That approval is given to gift the land to Longhurst and Havelok Homes 
for the development of the young parents supported housing project.  

 
8.2 That a nominations agreement is drawn up as part of the legal work 

when the land is transferred.  
 
8.3 That the Cabinet Members for Housing and Strategic Planning and 

Children’s Services receive update reports on progress with delivering 
the scheme.  
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