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2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
2.1  A grant application was submitted to the government’s Department for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) in June 2018 seeking funding 
to invest in extending superfast broadband coverage in North Lincolnshire to 
rural businesses. 

 
2.2 The application was successful and in May 2019 the council received a 

provisional grant offer of £1m. The offer was based on a target of delivering 
superfast broadband connectivity to 133 rural businesses.  

 
2.3  A range of conditions accompanied the grant offer, notably that the 

procurement must be undertaken in line with the requirements stipulated by 
DEFRA’s agent - Building Digital United Kingdom (BDUK). These 
requirements include adhering to strict legal rules and associated open EU 
procurement and related project governance provisions. 

 
2.4 A project completion date of December 2021 was stipulated by DEFRA as 

part of the grant offer. This date is considered challenging given the 
mandatory steps that the council is required to follow together with the 
associated commercial considerations, including available market capacity. 
The council has requested an extension option on the final completion date 
and a response is currently awaited from DEFRA. 

 
2.5 Pending a response and in conjunction with BDUK, an initial indicative 

project/procurement delivery programme has been agreed as follows: 
 

Open market review   – September/October 2019 
Procurement commencement  – November 2019 
Contract award    – April/May 2020 
Contract delivery commencement – May 2020+ 

 

CONNECTIVITY CABINET MEMBER 

 
1. OBJECT AND KEY POINTS IN THIS REPORT 

 
1.1 To note the government’s provisional grant award of £1m to invest in 

extending superfast broadband coverage to rural businesses in North 
Lincolnshire and to approve the proposed procurement plan that will 
support the project’s delivery. 



 

2.6 The open market review is a mandatory stage which seeks to identify the 
broadband development plans in the North Lincolnshire area by licenced 
infrastructure providers to ensure that there are no conflicts with the project 
and that value for money through the grant investment is maximised.  

 
2.7 The procurement will be designed to enable the delivery of additional project 

outputs if further funding is received.  
 
3. OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

3.1 Option 1 - Carry out an EU procurement following BDUK’s prescribed process 
and governance requirements.  

 
3.2 Option 2 - Decline the grant offer.  
 
4. ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS 
  

4.1 Option 1 - Carry out a procurement – This option supports the council’s 
#BestPlace ambition, primarily in supporting its growing the economy priority 
and connected outcome. This is the recommended option.  

 
4.2 Option 2 - Decline the grant offer – This option would obviate the opportunity 

to access £1m external funding to support rural businesses.  
 
5. FINANCIAL AND OTHER RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (e.g. LEGAL, HR, 

PROPERTY, IT, COMMUNICATIONS etc.) 
  
5.1 A grant offer of £1m has been offered to the council. This external funding will 

be utilised to deliver the project supported by in house project management 
and associated technical expertise. 

 
5.2 A Digital Infrastructure Steering Group has been formed to oversee project 

management and governance with the responsibility for overall programme 
delivery. A project delivery team has been established to fulfil the operational 
day to day delivery of the project and the associated procurement stage. 

 
5.3 The council’s contract procedure and decision making rules will be complied 

with. 
 
6. OTHER RELEVANT IMPLICATIONS (e.g. CRIME AND DISORDER, 

EQUALITIES, COUNCIL PLAN, ENVIRONMENTAL, RISK etc.)      
 

6.1  This project supports the priorities and outcomes set out in the Council Plan 
2018-19.  

 
7. OUTCOMES OF INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT (IF APPLICABLE) 
 
7.1 An Integrated Impact Assessment has been carried out. This identified 

positive impacts with no adverse impacts.  
 
8. OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION AND CONFLICTS OF INTERESTS 

DECLARED 
 

8.1  No conflicts of interest have been declared.  
 



 

9. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
9.1  That the cabinet member notes DEFRA’s provisional grant award of £1m to 

provide superfast broadband connectivity to rural businesses in North 
Lincolnshire.  

 
9.2 That the cabinet member approves the procurement plan as set out in the 

report. 
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